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Among the most interesting things to be seen in Babylon
are bricks still stuck together with asphalt instead of mortar,
exactly as Herodotus desciibcd them. He was in Babylon
about a century after its fall, when it was still the greatest city
in the world, although some of the buildings had been torn
down. Possibly the punishment it had received from Xerxes
gave the builders plenty to do, so that Heiodotus may often
have watched the asphalt gangs at work with their trolleys
of boiling pitch.

The method of building was to lay a thin film of hot asphalt
between each row of bricks; and bricks cemented m this way
are so firm that they have to be broken apart with a pick-axe.
Every now and then a layer of reeds would be mseited, and
you can see their clear impression in the asphalt, in places
where the reeds have rotted away. Supplies of asphalt were
available, says Herodotus, at Hit, about seventy miles
west-north-west of Baghdad, a town which even to-day smells
horribly of sulphurated hydrogen, and has two asphalt wells,
one hot and the other cold, within thirty leet ol' OIK; another.
Asphalt is, of course, found all over the Persian oillields, and
also round about Mosul.

In ancient times writers from the West were invariably
surprised and interested by the bricks and asphalt, which they
regarded as a Babylonian characteristic, as indeed it was.
The Tower of Babel was constructed of mud brick and
asphalt, a word translated in the Bible as " slime." What
better account of a Babylonian building operation could \ve
have than the verse in Genesis which describes the building
of the ziggurat of Babel:

" And they said, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them
throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they
for mortar."

The Ark received a coat of asphalt outside and inside;
and this is still given by the natives of Irak to the boats and
barges which sail the Tigris and the Euphrates to-day.

It is interesting to the Bible student that the excavated ruins
in Babylon are nearly all of the time of the Jewish Captivity.